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Public  Health  Department, 
May,  1926. 


To  the 

Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Leyland  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  District  for  the  year  1925. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  3725  acres,  and  the  estimated 
population  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  9527. 

The  estimated  number  of  houses  in  the  district  at  the  1921 
Census  was  2229. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  100  houses  in  the  district  are 
occupied  by  more  than  one  family. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  £ 62,498  Os.  Od.  ;  and 
a  penny  rate  produces  £209  9s.  O.ld. 
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The  district  is  low  lying  with  a  gradual  slope  from  East  to 
West,  the  highest  part  being  250  feet  above  sea  level.  The 
soil  is  gravel  and  sandy  in  the  East  and  South-Western  areas 
of  the  district,  and  in  the  other  areas  it  is  peat  and  clay. 

The  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  cotton  and  bleach 
workers,  rubber  workers,  engineers  and  agricultural  labourers. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


During  the  year  the  births  of  143  children  were  registered. 
The  sex  of  the  children  is  shown  below  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Legitimate 

70 

6S 

Illegitimate 

2 

3 

Total 

72 

71 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  wras  15.0  per  thousand.  This 
figure  is  lower  than  the  previous  year,  and  is  about  half  of 
the  average  of  thirty  years  ago,  which  figure  was  29.8. 
There  has  been  a  gradual  decline  in  the  birth  rate  from  1895. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  during 
the  year  was  116.  Fifty-five  of  these  were  males  and  sixty-one 
were  females. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  was  12.1  per  thousand,  This 
figure  is  1.1  higher  than  the  previous  year,  but  is  0.5  below  the 
mean  of  the  previous  year,  and  5.9  below  the  mean  of  the 
period  1895 — 1899. 

For  further  information  on  vital  statistics  I  would  refer 
you  to  Appendix  No.  1. 
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The  following  were  the  causes  of  death  : — 


Males. 

Females 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  •  • 

— 

1 

Influenza  . . 

•  •  •  • 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

5 

3 

Tuberculosis — Other  Forms 

•  •  •  • 

— 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Diseases 

•  •  •  • 

7 

10 

Rhumatic  Fever 

•  •  •  • 

— 

1 

Diabetes  . .  . .  ‘  . . 

•  •  •  • 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . . 

•  •  •  • 

4 

7 

Heart  Disease 

•  •  •  • 

5 

7 

( 

Arterio  Selerosis 

•  •  •  • 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

•  •  •  • 

3 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . 

•  •  •  • 

5 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

•  «  ♦  ♦ 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodemum 

1 

■ 

— 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

•  •  •  • 

— 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhilitis 

•  •  •  • 

1 

— 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

•  •  •  • 

1 

2 

Congenital  Debilit}^  Malformation  and 

Premature  Birth 

•  •  ♦  • 

7 

1 

Suicide 

•  •  •  • 

— 

1 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

•  •  •  • 

4 

— 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . . 

•  •  •  • 

8 

15 

Causes  ill-defined  Diseases  or 

unknown 

1 

1 

55  61 


The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  was  13  composed 
of  males  10  and  females  3.  One  of  the  males  was  illegiti¬ 
mate.  The  figure  gives  an  infantile  death  rate  of  90  per 
thousand  births  which  is  17  higher  than  the  previous  year, 
and  27  higher  than  the  average  of  the  past  five  years,  but  is 
about  half  of  the  rate  for  the  period  1895 — 1899,  as  will  be 
seen  in  Appendix  No.  1. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

..  32 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

..  3 

Erysipelas 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

..  7 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

..  15 

Tuberculosis 

•  .  •  •  • 

•  • 

..  5 

Total 

•  • 

..  62 

Twenty- three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to 
hospital.  Eight  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  Sana¬ 
toria.  One  death  from  Scarlet  Fever  occured  in  hospital,  and 
one  case  of  Tuberculosis  died  in  a  Sanatorium. 


WATER  SUPPLY  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  the  boreholes  in  the 
Millstone  Grit  formation  at  the  adjacent  parish  of  C3ayton-le- 
Woods ;  and  also  from  the  Thirlmere  Aqueduct  tapped  at 
Wheelton.  The  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are 
supplied  from  the  town's  main.  The  supply  is  constant  and  good. 
A  few  farms  and  cottages  in  the  outlying  districts  are  supplied 
from  shallow  wells. 

A  new  reservoir  is  in  the  course  of  construction  in 
order  to  be  able  to  increase  the  reserve  supply  of  water  for  the 
district. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  river  Lostock,  formed  by  the  union  of  the  Wvmott 
and  Wade  Brooks  passes  through  the  North  and  South  Western 
portions  of  the  district.  It  receives  the  effluent  from  the  Council’s 
Sewage  Works. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Main  sewers  are  laid  in  the  greater  portion  of  the  district. 
In  the  extreme  East  and  Western  area  a  few  houses  are 
situated  awa}7  from  the  sewers.  The  Sewage  Works  is 
situated  in  the  adjacent  parish  of  Ulnes-Walton  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  River  Lostock.  The  sewage  is  treated  by 
continuous  settlement  and  irrigation  over  an  area  of  eighteen 
acres. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  following  statement  gives  the  number  of  each  type 
of  sanitary  convenience  in  the  district  : — 


At  the  end  of  1925.  At  the  end  of  1921. 


Privy  Middens 

583 

.  854 

Pail  Closets 

. .  423 

.  527 

Fresh  Water  Closets  . . 

. .  1302 

.  807 

Waste  Water  Closets  . . 

11 

12 

Dry  Ashpits 

. .  354 

.  414 

Portable  Receptacles  . . 

. .  1436 

.  871 

The  conversion  of  49  privy 

middens  to  the  water  carriage 

system  were  carried  out  during 

the  year,  and  61  pail 

closets 

were  converted  under  the  scheme,  the  owners  agreeing 

to  the 

terms  of  the  Council. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  and  the  emptying  of  Privy 
Middens  are  undertaken  by  the  Council  with  their  own  work¬ 
men.  The  removal  of  the  contents  of  the  privy  middens  is 
carried  out  four  times  a  year,  and  in  some  cases  more  frequently. 
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The  emptying  of  the  pail  closets  is  undertaken  partly  by 
contracted  team  labour  and  the  Council’s  employees.  This 
work  being  carried  out  by  night,  and  the  contents  of  the  pails 
being  taken  to  farms  for  use  on  agricultural  land. 

The  refuse  from  dry  ashpits  and  portable  receptacles  is 
removed  to  specially  selected  tips  on  agricultural  land  which  are 
cbvered  with  soil  when  full. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

During  the  year,  112  Informal  Notices  and  109  Statutory 
Notices  were  served.  The  sanitary  defects  found  were  as 
follows : — 

Defective  joints  of  trough  closets  . .  . .  . .  4 

No  ash-pit  accommodation  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Defective  drains  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Defective  pails  to  pail  closets  . .  . .  . .  7 

Defective  slop  stone  waste  pipes  . .  . .  . .  1 

Overcrowded  dwelling-house  . .  . .  . .  1 

Choked  yard  drains  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Dilapidated  ash-bins  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Limewashing  required  to  bake-houses  .  .  . .  2 

Conversion  of  Privy  Middens  to  the  Water 

Carriage  System  . .  . .  . .  . .  59 

Conversion  of  Pail  Closets  to  the  Water  Carriage 

System  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . ,  . .  S 

Defective  floors  of  dwelling  houses  . .  . .  . .  2 

Defective  steps  ,,  ,,  ,,  . .  . .  1 

Defective  plaster  to  walls  ,,  . .  . .  . .  1 

Defective  brickwork  to  chimney  flue  . .  . .  1 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


Under  the  Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Acts,  1907, 

Fish  Frying  is  an  offensive  trade  within  the  district.  There  are 
ten  such  registered. 


SCHOOLS. 

There  was  no  closure  of  the  schools  during  the  year.  The 
health  of  the  scholars  was  satisfactory  during  the  year. 


i 
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FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  fourteen  bakehouses  on  the  register.  Mechanical 
power  is  used  in  three  establishments.  Two  cases  of  lime¬ 
washing  bOng  overdue  were  reported  by  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories,  and  the  work  was  immediately  carried  out  on 
informal  notice. 


COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

There  are  nineteen  Cowkeepers  on  the  register.  The 
cowsheds  were  found  clean,  except  in  one  case  where  lime¬ 
washing  was  ordered.  This  defect  was  carried  out  after  serving 
an  informal  notice. 

The  dairies  were  found  clean  and  cool.  No  samples  of  milk 
were  taken  during  the  year. 


i 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES 


There  are  three  slaughter-houses  licensed  in  the  district 
which  are  controlled  by  Bye-Laws  of  the  Council.  They  are 
all  well  kept. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  Meat  Inspector  under 
the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

Application  was  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  a  meat 
marking  stamp. 

The  quantity  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  voluntarily 
surrendered  during  the  year  was : — 

Tuberculosis,  298  lbs. 

Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis,  241  lbs. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  inspection  of  factories  is  in  the  hands  of  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories.  The  sanitary  accommodation  at  the  factories  was 

J 

found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  workshops  on  the  register  was  47.  The 
various  trades  carried  on  as  workshops  are  as  follows  : — 


Tailors  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Millinery  and  Dressmaking  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairing  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Cloggers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Blacksmiths  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Saddler  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Tinsmiths  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Joinery  and  Cabinet  Making  . .  . .  . .  3 

Wine  and  Spirit  Bottling  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Cycle  and  Motor  Repairing  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 


No  notices  of  outworkers  were  received  during  the  year. 


» 
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HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 


The  number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  was  sixty- 
four,  six  by  the  local  authority  and  58  by  private  enterprise. 
Twenty-four  houses  were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the 
year  under  the  Council's  housing  scheme. 

Financial  assistance  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  housing 
accomodation  have  been  made  by  subsidy  in  respect  of  33  two- 
storied  houses,  and  13  bungalows. 

Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning  Acts,  78  houses  were 
inspected.  Eleven  houses  were  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  These  defective  dwelling- 
houses  were  all  remedied  by  the  owners  on  Notice  from  the 

j 

Council. 

Further  information  on  Housing  will  be  found  in  Appendix 
No.  4. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  AND 
IMPROVEMENTS  DURING  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


The  estimated  population  of  the  district  has  increased  from 
9,228  to  9,527. 

One  hundred  and  eighty  three  houses  have  been  built  of 
which  35  were  built  by  the  Local  Authority.  Twenty  four 
houses  were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year  1925  for 
the  Local  Authority. 

Seventy  nine  houses  were  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  The  defects  were  all 
remedied  by  the  owners  of  the  property.  Three  houses  were 
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closed  a$  unfit  for  human  habitation,  one  voluntarily  by  the 
owner,  the  other  two  by  the  serving  of  Closing  Orders  by  the 
Council. 

Twenty  one  houses  and  five  farms  have  had  town’s  water 
laid  on. 

All  the  new  houses  erected  have  water  closets,  and  the 
conversion  scheme  is  working  satisfactorily.  There  are  approx¬ 
imately  five  hundred  more  water  closets  now  than  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  1921,  an  increase  of  50  per  cent. 

Two  side  streets  which  were  very  dirty  and  insanitary  have 
been  sewered,  levelled,  paved,  metalled,  flagged,  channelled  and 
made  good  by  the  owneis.  The  privy  middens  and  the  majority 
of  the  pail  closets  connected  with  the  houses  in  those  streets 
have  been  converted  under  the  Council’s  scheme. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  WILLMOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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APPENDIX  No.  1. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Births  in  1925 

•  •  •  • « • 

143 

72 

71 

Deaths  in  1925 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

116 

55 

61 

Per  1,000  of 

Population 

• 

• 

Mean  of  years. 

Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Death 
rate  from 
Tuberculosis 
of 

Respiratory 

System. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births. 

1895-1899  ... 

29.8 

18.0 

1.75 

176 

1900-1904  ... 

24.7 

15.5 

0.86 

154 

1905-1909  ... 

24.8 

14.9 

0.84 

137 

1910-1914  ... 

21.1 

13.8 

0.81 

105 

1915-1919  ... 

17.5 

13.5 

0.84 

99 

1920-1924  ... 

*16.9 

12.6 

0.60 

63 

Year : 

% 

1924  . 

16.0 

11.0 

0.64 

73 

1925  . 

15.0 

12, .1 

0.83 

90 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1925 

on  : 

Mean  of  5  years 
1920-1924  ... 

-1.9 

-0.5 

+  0.23 

+  27 

Previous  year 

-1.0 

+  1.1 

+  0.19 

+  17 
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Table  Showing  Notifications  for  the  Year 

AND  ALSO  FOR  PREVIOUS  FIVE  YEARS. 


Year  1925 


Diptheria  ... 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 
Scarlet  Fever 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Fever  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitus 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Opthalmia  Neonatorum... 

Erysipelas  . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  ditto 
Malaria 


32 

3 


7 

15 

5 


62 


1924 

4 

2 

38 

4 

1 


1 

4 
12 

5 

71 


1923 

2 

25 

4 

1 

5 

1 

38 


1922 

3 

8 

5 


3 

3 


22 


1921 

8 

1 

36 

6 


2 

1 

10 

9 

2 

75 


1920 

6 

1 

31 

7 


3 
7 

4 
1 

60 
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Table  Showing  the  Number  of  Each  Type 
of  Sanitary  Convenience  in  1921  and  1925, 
With  Increase  or  Decrease  Shown. 


1921 

1925 

Increase  or  decree 

Privy  Midden  ... 

854 

583 

-  271 

Pail  Closets 

527 

423 

-  104 

Fresh  Water  Closets  ... 

807 

1302 

+  495 

Wash  Water  Closets  ... 

12 

11 

1 

Dry  Ashpits 

414 

354 

-  60 

Portable  Receptacles  ... 

871 

1436 

+  565 
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Housing  Conditions, 
statistics. 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1925. 


1. — HOUSING. 


Number  of  New  Houses  : 

Erected  during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  65 

As  Part  of  Municipal  Housing  Scheme  . .  . .  6 

No.  of  Houses  in  course  of  erection  under  Municipal 

Housing  Scheme  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

2.-  UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 


1. — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  Acts)  . .  160 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations,  1910  . .  . .  . .  78 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation.  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  . .  .  .  . .  . .  11 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  . .  . .  . .  10 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 

Act ,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . .  . .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  : — 

(а)  by  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(б)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . .  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close.  Nil. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . .  Nil. 
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C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

making  of  Closing  Orders.  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  . .  .  .  . .  Nib 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made,  the  dwelling-houses 
having  been  rendered  fit  .  .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  Nil. 
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